Philosophy of Teaching

 

 

The role of a teacher in students’ lives is a significant one, and the beliefs of each educator are fundamental to creating an appropriate environment in the classroom. There are several aspects of my own philosophy of teaching which, when combined, should create a positive, student-centered atmosphere in my classroom. 


With reference to the nature of children, my beliefs stem from a number of theorists, but particularly those of Piaget. Assimilation, or understanding a new event based on previous knowledge, is essential to keep in mind, particularly during science and math. I also concur with Piaget that children move through different stages of cognitive development. During elementary years they are moving through the preoperational stage, where they are still thinking egocentrically, to concrete operational where children are considering logical solutions, and egocentrism is less common. Keeping these stages in mind assists me in understanding children’s actions. Social acceptance and cognitive skills are explained using this theory, and will help me with my instruction.


Considering how children learn, I use the information acquired from studying Vygotsky in my classroom.  Keeping within students’ zones of proximal development is essential if learning is to take place.  Teachers must also illustrate the concept of private speech, something that is often omitted from instruction.  It helps children with complex problem solving, and can be modeled throughout a lesson.  I also incorporate scaffolding into my planning, as children require a lot of assistance at the beginning of their learning.  This help can gradually be removed as soon as the child is able. 


Teachers need to be keenly aware of the role they play in children’s lives, and must therefore strive to be mentors to these students. Implementing an effective classroom management plan, providing for a variety of learning styles, using different forms of assessment, and creating connections between parents, the community and the classroom are essential to have a positive impact on their students. As a role model, I will exemplify strong values and maintain high expectations to increase motivation amongst my students.

By creating an encouraging, orderly classroom environment enlivened with discussions and group work, I will encourage students to become successful learners. My willingness to adapt to individual students, my patience, along with my student-centered philosophy are among my most significant educational assets.
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