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ÅLocation of Russia
ïN. Asia & Europe (area west of Urals 

Mtns. is considered part of Europe)

ÅVaried landscape of Russia
ïFrozen wasteland

ïThick forests

ïWide plains (steppes)

ï1/6 area of worldôs land surface
Å9th largest pop.

ÅLargest country

ïWinter can last up to 6 months



Asia

Europe

Europe and Asia

ÅDividing line is Ural Mtns.



Long term 
causes

Oppression 
of

the serfs 

Class 
Inequalities

Rise of 
Marxism

Autocracy 
of czars



ÅAKA peasants
ïLowest form of social class 
(besides slaves)
ïTreated like a slave
ïBought and sold like cattle
ïTied to the land (they cannot 

move)



ÅTo examine communications 
before they are released and 
remove any parts that are 
objected to.

ÅWhat is Censored in our 
society today?
ïMovies (MPAA)

ïMusic (lyrics)

ïTV

ïVideo Games

ÅDo you think that 
censoring is a good or a 
bad idea?



ÅKing or emperor

ÅLeader of 
country based 
on family lineage 
(line)

ÅRomanov 
Dynasty

ïFamily ruling 
Russia from 
1613-1917



=pWhyi + / -
relationship w/ Serfs
ÅPro -serf

ïAlexander I

ïAlexander II

ÅCon-serf

ïNicholas I

ïAlexander 
III

ïNicholas II

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Tsar_nikolai.jpg


Å1777-1825
ÅTook small 

steps to free 
serfs
ïDied before 

peaceful 
change 
happened



Å1825-1855

ÅDetermined to 
stop any 
revolution

ïFelt landowners 
would put down 
any revolt

ÅKept serfs as 
property



ÅLoved by people / 
against Nicholas I

ÅPeople revolted & 
supported 
Konstantin, but N. 
quelled it
ïSoldiers -

executed or sent 
labor camps in 
Siberia

ÅNicholas I ruled 
w/ Iron fist for 
30 years.

ÅSerfs remained 
serfs



ÅLimited 
education
ÅCensored books 

and newspapers
ÅCreated secret 

police 
ïHunt down those 

who spoke 
against him

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/01/NicholasIAtStPetersburg.jpg


ü1855-1881

üOn March 3, 1861, freed 
serfs , giving half 
farmland, but serfs had 
to pay gov. for land

üSome radical students 
wanted more

üMarch 13, 1881, they 
assassinated Alexander 
II



Å1881-1894

ÅBecause father 
assassinated by people, 
Alex II rejected them.

ÅReinstated autocracy

ÅIncreased secret police , 
removed local govs

ÅIf you did not obey, you 
were shipped to Siberia 
or imprisoned

ÅPeople even attacked 
Jews because they 
werenôt in Orthodox 
Church (Catholic sect)



1b. How did Nicholas II rule?

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Tsar_nikolai.jpg


Å1894-1917

ÅContinued 
autocracy

ÅLeader during 
WWI 

ÅAbdicated
throne (stepped 
down) Feb. 1917 
in face of many 
crises

ÅEnded Romanov 
Dynasty



ÅWorking class in 
Russia

ïWage-workers (proles)

ÅAccording to Marx, 
Capitalism based on 
exploitation of 
proletariat by 
bourgeoisie 
("capitalists", who own 
& control means of 
production)



ÅForm of socialism

ÅPolitical system based on 
absence of social class 
(equality)

ÅCommon ownership of 
industries and farms

ÅSharing of work and goods 
produced

ÅLenin started, Stalin changed 
(-)



ÅWorkers' local council 
(reps) in late Imperial 
Russia

ÅCouncils later adopted 
by Bolsheviks, as basic 
organizing unit of 
society .

ÅCause of Russian 
Revolution along w/ 
Bolsheviks & Mensheviks



Russian People ~ 1914
ÅMany Russians Ą peasant 

farmers ïpoor and 
illiterate

ÅMost land owned by 
nobility

ÅGrowing URBAN 
population which worked 
in the factories ïlived in 
poor conditions

ÅMost - life was hard



ÅDespite Czarist oppression, Russia was 
changing
ïForeign ideas entered universities
ÅDarwin, Marx, and Pasteur
ÅEconomic development (industrialization) 

moved R. closer to western countries

ÅBut new changes / knowledge had not 
helped all people (remained very poor)

Leo Tolstoy wrote: All our palaces, all our 
theaters, all these riches of ours we owe to the 
effort of these same hungry people who make 
these things. . . The common people are hungry 

because we [rich] are too full. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c6/L.N.Tolstoy_Prokudin-Gorsky.jpg


ÅCo-founder of óMarxismô
ÅWrote ñCommunist 
Manifestoò
ÅñFather of Communismò
ÅStruggle between óHavesô

and óHave Notsô
ÅWanted Classless society
ïNo titles



Marxists split (1903 )

ÅMensheviks 
(minority)

ïSupported Czar

ÅConservative 

ïContinued WWI 

ïUnited States 
supported

ÅBolsheviks 
(majority)
ïRadical Marxist

willing to use 
violence

ïLed by Vladimir 
Lenin

ïExecuted royal 
family

ïGet out of WWI



Bolsheviks AKA

ÅThe Reds

ÅRed Army

ÅCommunists

ÅSoviets 



Bloody Sunday
ÅJanuary 22, 1905

Åb/c of protests / demand of 
change

ÅCzarôs soldiers killed or 
wounded 100ôs of serfs

ÅCzarôs influence diminished 
ïHad to concede some powers 

(Duma or Parliament)


